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Home Devotions 


It is a pious custom to use Lights in the homes before the Statue 
of the Sacred Heart, the Blessed Mother, or one of the Saints. 
We put up Vigil Lights for this purpose in handy packages. 
Write for leaflet, “Home Devotions.” 


Will & Baumer Candle Co., Inc. 


Syracuse, N. Y. 
BRANCH: 405 Main Street, St. Louis, Mo. 


LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and herbs, 
all gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by Rev. Father 
Kuenzle of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in 
official use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favorably in cases of gout, skin 
diseases, abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect 
especially on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Price $2.50 per box. 


Address: Lapidar Co., 
Agents wanted Chino, California 








INFORMATION CORNER 


Watch the date on your magazine! It indicates the month 
and the year to which your subscription is paid. If it reads ‘‘Jan. 
23,” your subscription expired with the January, 1923 issue; if “Feb. 
23,” it expires with this issue. If your remittance reaches us ro days 
or so before the magazine goes forward we will probably be unable 
to change the date on that issue; but the advanced date to which your 
subscription is paid will appear on the following number. 


To avoid the loss of your magazine, kindly notify us of your 
change of address not later than the 15th of the month and send 
both OLD and NEW address. 


All remittances from England, Ireland and other foreign 
countries are to be made by International Money Order. British 
or Domestic Money Orders from foreign countries cannot be cashed 
in the United States. 





Santa Barbara Liniment 


An effective remedy for neuralgia or rheumatism. 
These and similar ailments are speedily relieved and, as a 
rule, permanently cured if the Liniment is used at the 
proper time and according to the directions enclosed. 
Price per bottle $1.50. Procured genuine only from 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 








Premiums for New Subscriptions to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


“The pi€ure of the Miraculous Crucifix is all and more than you make it 
out to be in your magazine,”’ writes a priest. Our offer still holds good: A large 
picture of the Holy Christ of Limpias for one new subscription; a larger picture 
for two new subscriptions to “‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.” 


A Brochure, containing the doctrine of BI. de Montfort on 





One New “True Devotion to Mary,” a most welcome premium; or 
Subscription A Gilt Jubilee Medal of St. Benedict; or, 
A Genuine Cocoa Rosary. 
«“‘The Golden Book,” A complete prayer-book, contain- 
ing the treatise of Bl. de Montfort on “True Devotion 
Two New to Mary,” cloth binding, red edges; or : 
Subscriptions A Beautiful Picture, “Death of St. Joseph,” 15x22 in. 
or, A Lovely Picture of the Mother of God with the 
Divine Child, 16 x 26 in.; or 
“The Holy Face,” 16 x 21 in. 
Three New “The Last Supper,” 20x32 in. The original is considered 
Subscriptions the greatest masterpiece of Christian art. 
“The Golden Book,” A complete Blessed Virgin prayer- 
Four new 


Subscriptions 


book, containing the treatise of Bl. de Montfort on “True 
Devotion to Mary,” gold edges, leather binding, 448 pp. 





A Rolled-gold Scapular Locket, with Gold-filled chain; 


Five New 
Subs cripti _ or, A Heavily Gold-plated Jubilee Medal of St. Bene- 
dict, with chain. 
Six New “The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ,” according to 
Subscriptions the Revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich, in German 
or in English. 
The Book ‘‘Father Paul of Moll’’ in English only; or 
Eight New ‘* Adoration Book of the Blessed Sacrament,’’ in Eng- 
Subscriptions lish or in German, leather binding; or, 


A handsome Rosary, Gold-filled chain, guaranteed 
from 10 to 20 years. 




















They carried Jesus to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord. And 
Simeon took Him into his arms and blessed God, and said: Now Thou dost 


dismiss Thy servant, O Lord, according to Thy word in peace, because my 


eyes have seen Thy salvation”’ (Luke ii.). 
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The Centre of Catholic Worship 
from the Beginning 


FROM THE VERY BEGINNING, the Most Blessed Sac- 
rament of the Altar, as well as Holy Mass and Holy Communion, 
formed the centre of Catholic worship. “And they were per- 
severing in the doctrine of the apostles and in the communication 
of the breaking of bread, and in prayers.:. And continuing 
daily with one accord in the temple and breaking bread from 
house to house...” Thus reads the Acts of the Apostles, 
referring to the first Christians (ii. 42, 46). 

The catacombs, too, teach us that the altar was the 
centre of all devotion. The Communion of the faithful was 
intimately united with Holy Mass: all present received Holy 
Communion. It was an order enjoined upon the faithful by 
the apostolic constitutions, and even a penalty was imposed 
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upon those who did not communicate during the Mass at 
which they assisted. Sunday, especially, was the day appointed 
for assembling, and for the solemn general Communion. Other 
particular days were, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays. A 
proof of frequent Holy Communion of the early Christians is 
the readiness with which the laity, men and women, were 
entrusted with the Blessed Sacrament. They were permitted 
to carry It to their homes, that at a moment’s notice, they 
could fortify themselves for martyrdom. 

It would be a great mistake, however, to suppose that all 
the Christians of the first ages were saints. We know from 
his Epistle (1 Cor. v.) that St. Paul excommunicated a Corinthian 
from the Christian congregation for fornication. We know, as 
a historic fact, that in the bloody persecutions against the 
Christians, some denied Christ and abandoned the faith. Hence, 
it follows that frequent Communion was not practiced because 
“all were saints.” Besides we must not forget that this prac- 
tice and discipline of the Church continued even long after 
the bloody persecutions had ceased. St. Basil, who lived at 
the end of the fourth century, tells us that the faithful of 
Egypt still took the Blessed Sacrament into their houses, but 
daily Communion became less frequent. The Christians of 
Alexandria in Caesarea, however, continued to communicate 
three or four times a week. 


The Hermits of the Desert 


A question arises about the thousands of hermits, the 
fathers of the desert, in those times. How could they com- 
municate? Is it to be supposed that they communicated 
seldom, or perhaps not at all? There has always been, and 
there still remains a misconception of the situation of the 
desert where the holy hermits dwelt, especially those of Egypt. 
The Nile valley is but a narrow strip of fertile land on either 
side of the river. Bordering the cities and the valley stretches 
the sand of the hot and barren desert. In the two rows of 
limestone on either side of the river, there were numerous 
caves, hewn out, it seemed, purposely for hermits. Thus, the 
hermits lived in the desert, but at the same time, not far from 
the dwellings and towns and churches of men. In this way, 
the anchorites could combine frequent reception of the holy 
Sacraments, with the solitude of the desert. 

We know of many occasions when priests sought out the 
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holy recluses and celebrated Holy Mass and administered Holy 
Communion to them. We read, too, how many hermits repaired 
to the neighboring churches to communicate. If the hermits 
penetrated very far into the desert, they built churches for 
themselves. The five thousand monks of Nitria assembled 
every Saturday and Sunday to receive Holy Communion. The 
Eremites who wished to live in total seclusion, always chose 
for their dwellings a site within reach of the holy Sacraments. 

Abbot Marcus remained locked in his cell thirty years 
without leaving it, but every Sunday a priest came to him to 
celebrate Holy Mass and administer Holy Communion. Abbot 
Moses lived so far out in the desert that he was obliged to 
travel seven days to reach a city. Yet he was near enough 
to a church of the monks to receive Holy Communion every 
Sunday. According to St. Basil, the Eremites were per- 
mitted to take Holy Communion with them into the desert. 
Some Eremites may have communicated seldom; to others, it 
is said, the Sacred Host was brought by angels. 


ODBODOIODIODOE.’ 


Near Jesus 





NEAR JESUS — how good one feels! The Eucharistic 
hour is always the happiest hour of the day. It is an hour 
of peace, of repose, of comfort. Of course, now and then, I 
don’t know what to say to Jesus; I am there and look at the 
altar, the perpetual light, the monstrance, and finally my eye 
remains fixed upon the Sacred Host, although I speak not a 
word. The heart feels so much, but the lips are silent. 

This silence does not sadden me, for even the angels do 
not speak. They think and love, and their whole language 
consists in offering to Jesus their thoughts and affections. He 
sees them, accepts them, and that suffices. 

I do the same: I open to Him my whole soul and my 
whole heart, and leave to Him the task of reading therein. I 
conceal nothing from Him, and He penetrates with His glance 
my entire being. Oh, that glance! — how soothing it is! At 
first it resembles the mild spring breeze that blows gently 
upon me, and gradually melts all the ice. Then it becomes 
more and more like fite which warms my soul. I do not know 
what is taking place in me, but after an hour I feel cleansed. 
I am better, purer, more meek, more patient. 
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The poor worldlings pity me because, instead of seeking 
their enjoyments, I spend my time with Jesus. Oh, if they 
but knew what a privilege it is to kneel before the Holy 
Eucharist! Here, before the tabernacle, I am before a Greatness 
which far surpasses all human greatness. Here I am in the 
company of angels; — is there on earth a beauty, a dignity to 
be compared with that of angels? Here gather the purest, 
the holiest and noblest souls; — ah, how few such souls are 
found near the great of this world! 

Here, before the tabernacle, are discussed the weightiest, 
most ponderous questions of the universe: God, the soul, 
eternity, love of God, heroism, sacrifice, heaven; and where 
on earth is there a royal palace in which such questions are 
debated ? 

Here in the presence of the Holy Eucharist, one always 
becomes better, but away from Jesus in social gatherings, the 
soul always loses a piece of her royal mantle, and sometimes 
all her holiness. 

In the presence of Jesus I find what the world always 
obstinately conceals from me, the knowledge of self. In the 
light of the Holy Eucharist all my sins and imperfections of 
the past, as well as of the present, are disclosed to me, and 
this awakens in my heart the purifying sentiments of contrition. 
Oh, how wretched I feel in the presence of Jesus, and yet how 
sweet and wholesome are the tears that flow at the sight of 
my sins and misdeeds! Who but Jesus, can say to me: “Go 
in peace, thy sins are forgiven thee”? 

The haughty of this world have no other comfort for the 
repenting sinner but humiliating contempt; Jesus alone under- 
stands to offer a helping hand to the fallen who wish to rise. 
Jesus alone gives them the kiss of renewed friendship. 

The tents of sinners are no longer anything to me; to find 
rest I must share my dwelling with Jesus. 

Every hour of my past life is marked by some grace from 
my Jesus; every hour of the future will show how much I 
stand in need of Jesus’ help. Consequently, the rest of my 
life must be devoted to thanksgiving and petition. Therefore, 
each day as I visit Him, I will bring with me the most tender 
feelings of a heart overflowing with gratitude for the benefits 
with which He has overwhelmed me irf the past years; I will 
bring the most humble petitions, that He would be to me also 
in the future, Father, Friend, Savior, God. And Jesus, always 
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generous towards souls who show him a little gratitude, will 
double His goodness, graces and love. Oh, I know It, that 
Heart of Jesus; I know how good It is, and I promise myself 
everything from It! 

Ah, Jesus, Thou didst not permit Peter, James and John 
to build their dwellings amid the glories on Thabor; but me 
Thou dost not refuse to erect mine near Thy tabernacle. 
Although I cannot always remain with Thee in body, my heart 
longs and sighs for Thee, my hidden God in the Sacred Host. 
I will hasten to Thy tabernacle; will remain here in Thy holy 
presence to speak with Thee, to hear what Thou hast to say 
to me, and to enjoy Thy love. 

Daily I will place upon Thy altar a fresh flower, cultivated 
in the garden of my soul: a flower of adoration, a flower of 
thanksgiving, a flower of petition, but above all the crimson 
rose of most tender love. 


ef]oteoseoté 


Holy Communion in Union with Mary 





THE CALL of the Holy Father Pius X, of blessed memory, 
for frequent and daily Communion, was received with great 
joy and thanksgiving throughout the Church. This practice 
of frequent Communion has borne immeasurable fruit, because 
the Holy Eucharist is the Fountain of all grace and holiness. 
What bread is for the body, that Holy Communion is for the 
soul. “Except you eat the Flesh of the Son of man and drink 
His Blood, you shall not have life in you” (John vi. 54). Holy 
Communion gives and preserves purity, that virtue which 
makes man an angel in the flesh. This is the teaching of Holy 
Scripture, of the holy fathers, of Holy Church and of experience. 

Frequent Holy Communion peoples the Church with pure, 
virginal souls and fills heaven with saints. It is the wine from 
which spring forth virgins. In frequent Holy Communion, the 
soul receives the grace to overcome the strongest temptations 
of the flesh, of Satan and of the world. To St. Mechtilde, our 
Lord revealed that if a person knew the immense graces he 
can draw from Holy Communion, he would die of joy. To the 
favored religious, Maria Lataste, our Divine Savior said: “Holy 
Communion is the most sublime act, the one that honors Me 
the most, because It serves to My greater glory, is most pleasing 
to God and most profitable to man. Holy Communion is a 
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Banquet at which angels serve. Many saints received the 
angelic Food through the ministrations of celestial spirits. 
Most wonderful are the incidents we read in some of their 
lives, and unspeakable were the graces they drew from Holy 
Communion.” 

A sublime and effectual means to receive Holy Communion 
worthily is to come to Jesus in union with Mary. We should 
ask Mary to accompany us, to adorn us with her virtues and 
merits, in order to prepare for her Son a worthy dwelling in 
our heart. Let us not forget that Holy Communion is the gift 
of Mary; “for through Mary,” says St. Peter Damian, “we daily 
eat the Bread of Heaven; through her prayers, God moves us 
to receive It worthily.” Yes, this grace, the worthy reception 
of Holy Communion, Mary obtains especially for her clients. 
Oh, how those are received by Jesus who come to Him in 
company with His holy Mother! 

“Dost thou desire to be welcomed by Me,” spoke our Lord 
to Marie Lataste, “then ask Mary to present thee to Me, or 
present thyself in the name of Mary and ask Me to accept 
thee, not for thy merits, but for the sake of Mary. If thou 
canst not come to Me, then goto Mary. Entreat her to intercede 
for thee, and I shall behold thee with joy at the feet of My 
Mother.” 

Oh, how Mary desires to help us at Holy Communion! It 
is her greatest desire in heaven to see her Son in the Blessed 
Sacrament worthily received by men. She once said to Mary 
of Agreda: “Were I capable of suffering in the glory of heaven 
which I now enjoy, one of the chief causes of such grief would 
be the unspeakable indifference and presumption wherewith 
men dare to receive the most holy Body of my Divine Son: 
some full of uncleanness and the horrors of sin, others devoid 
of all reverence and holy fear; almost all without attention 
and without considering or taking to heart what this Morsel 
is in and for Itself, namely, nothing less than God Himself, and 
for them either the germ of eternal life or eternal death.” 

From this revelation we may conclude how solicitous 
Mary is about those who receive her Son into their heart. Let 
us learn, too, what a pleasure we give our Heavenly Mother 
when we invite her to accompany us to the Holy Table, for 
that is her ardent wish. “I admonish you above all to call on 
me and entreat this grace of me,” said the Blessed Virgin to 
Mary of Agreda, “for I make known to thee that I am a 
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special Patroness and Protectress of those who desire to receive 
Holy Communion with great purity. If they implore me with 
this intention, I place myself before the throne of the Most 
High in heaven and pray the Lord for clemency and grace on 
their behalf, for I know how the abode should be prepared in 
which the Lord wishes to enter.” 

Bl. Grignon de Montfort teaches that we should ask Mary 
before Holy Communion to lend us her Heart to receive Jesus 
therein; and after Holy Communion we should lead Jesus into 
the Heart of Mary and let Mary act for us. Oh, what a great 
mystery is this! Therefore, let us never separate Mary from 
Holy Communion. 

We will give great joy to the Mother of God by commu- 
nicating in her honor, especially on her feast days. Once, on 
the feast of the Assumption, St. Gertrude saw that all the 
religious who received Holy Communion were accompanied by 
Mary and covered with her mantle, and beheld how the Queen 
of Heaven obtained special graces for them from her Son. 
This happiness will be imparted to all who communicate in 
honor of Mary. 

“Give up your heart to Mary, the true worshipper, that she may 
herself lead you to Communion,” was a maxim of the Ven. Peter J. 
Eymard. We are glad to offer to our readers a booklet containing a 
Mass devotion in union with the Blessed Virgin, and three different 
Communion devotions in union with the Heavenly Mother. Com- 
munion Devotions in Union with Mary, handy pocket size, dur- 
able cover, five cents each. 





THE BURNING CANDLE, A SILENT PETITION 


The mere thought of the true and real Presence of our Divine Savior in 
the Holy Eucharist fills every faithful heart with love and confidence. How 
gladly would pious Christians hasten to the merciful Savior-Heart in the Blessed 
Sacrament, to adore their God and to present some pressing need. But alas! 
great distance from the house of God, daily cares and toils prevent many from 
visiting the Most Blessed Sacrament on week days. But, at least, in spirit they 
unite themselves with those happy religious who can keep the perpetual ado- 
ration day and night. 


In our Adoration Chapel the Most Blessed Sacrament is solemnly exposed 
day and night. How beautiful is the custom of the faithful to have wax candles 
burned before the Most Blessed Sacrament, as an expression of their faith and 
love, and as a silent petition to beg help for some special intention. 

For an alms of 50 cents, a large wax candle will be burned one whole day 
and one whole night upon the altar of our Adoration Chapel before the Most 
Blessed Sacrament exposed; for $3.50, one whole week; for $12.00, one month.. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 
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Holy Eucharist — Enthronement 





DEVOTION to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, is first of all, 
a fervent devotion to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. It is 
precisely in the Holy Eucharist that His infinite love manifests 
itself most strikingly. In the Sacred Host the Divine Heart 
of Jesus loves us truly, throbs for us, lives for us. There It 
desires to receive our return of love, our gratitude. Since in 
this Adorable Sacrament His loving Heart is so deeply wounded 
by sacrileges and by the coldness of so many who are Chris- 
tians in name only, the Sacred Heart desires our contrite 
atonement and honorary reparation. Devotion to the Sacred 
Heart is, then, first of all, a fervent love and veneration for 
the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

Experience teaches that devotion to the Sacred Heart has 
become too exterior in our days. Many are anxious to have 
their performance of a few good works registered, and flatter 
themselves as being especially attached to this devotion. They 
fail, however, to show true love and veneration for the Most 
Blessed Sacrament — the main aim of the Sacred Heart devotion. 
Consequently, a return of love for love, is wanting. There is a 
lack of tenderness, of devotedness when receiving Holy Com- 
munion. Many communicants approach the Holy Table with 
astonishing superficiality. To them, how strange and incompre- 
hensible are the mysteries of Holy Mass! How confused they 
are in presence of the Blessed Sacrament! What is the reason ? 
Oh, during the day, they banish Jesus from their mind, yea, toa 
great extent from their heart. Hence, in the presence of God they 
have no control over their wandering thoughts and tepid heart. 

In the first centuries of the Christian era it was different. 
The faithful lived entirely for their Savior and were ready to 
bring any sacrifice for His Name. They, however, had a most 
wonderful means of which we are partially deprived. The 
Church permitted the pious Christians to take the Blessed 
Sacrament to their homes. There they venerated the Holy 
Eucharist and received It when in danger from persecutors. In 
our days the Church no longer grants this privilege on account 
of the irreverence to which the Blessed Sacrament would be 
exposed in many families. For our time, our Lord has therefore 
destined another means which to some extent should supply 
His personal presence in the Christian family, this is the En- 
thronement of the Sacred Heart in the Home. 
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A Christian family without love for Christ, without the 
protection of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, is in danger of being 
corrupted by the spirit of worldliness whose fetid breath stifles 
all devotion and fear of God. The Enthronement, destined by 
Divine Providence and highly recommended by the Holy Father, 
is a powerful means to preserve and sanctify the family. It 
is a most efficacious means for the Christian education of the 
children. It enkindles in the members of the family love for 
the Sacred Heart, and encourages the faithful to a frequent 
and devout reception of Holy Communion. It is a strong 
rampart against the Seductive influences and teachings of the 
modern corrupted world. 

What Holy Mass is to the priest, what the sacramental 
presence of Jesus in the house of God is to the religious, that, 
in a certain sense, is Enthronement of the Sacred Heart to 
the family. This work is destined to renew the Christian life 
of families. Christian parents, seize this efficacious means with 
holy eagerness, nourish its spirit in your home and God’s 
blessing will assuredly rest upon you and your children. 
(Send for booklets on the Enthronement.) 


ODO30S0SE86 


The Mercy of God toward Sinners 


Incomprehensible Love 


OUR LORD once said to St. Bridget: “I am supreme love. 
Everything I have done from eternity, I have done from love, 
and likewise whatever I do and shall do in the future, proceeds 
from My love. My love for mankind is as great and incom- 
prehensible now, as it was at the time of My Passion, when 
I redeemed all the elect by My death. Were it possible for 
Me to endure death as many times as there are souls in hell, 
I would most willingly and most lovingly sacrifice My Body, 
and endure the same death for each soul separately, that I 
endured for all, if thereby I could redeem them.” These are 
the words of Christ. Behold, therefore, how tenderly and 
ardently God loves the human soul, and how He yearns for 
all men to obtain eternal salvation. 





The Most Advantageous for Mankind to Know 


One day while St. Gertrude was wondering which of the 
instructions she had received from our Lord, would be most 
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useful for man to know, our Savior answered her thoughts 
thus: “Of all the revelations which I have made known to 
thee, it would be most advantageous for mankind to know 
and bear constantly in mind, that I, the Son of the most 
Blessed Virgin, remain ever in the presence of My Heavenly 
Father to whom | offer Myself continually for their salvation. 

“Whenever through human frailty they sin in their heart, 
I present My most pure Heart to the Eternal Father in 
atonement; whenever they offend Him by their evil deeds, 
I show Him My transpierced hands. Thus in what way soever 
they sin against Him, the wrath of the Eternal Father is 
appeased by My merits, so that they will obtain a ready 
pardon if they will only repent of their sins.” 


Consoling Words 


St. Gertrude heard in a sermon that no one can obtain 
salvation, unless he has at least so much true love of God, that 
he is sorry for his sins and resolves to refrain from sin from 
a motive of love for God. She then reflected that many per- 
sons pass out of this life, who seem to be sorry for their sins 
rather from fear of hell than from love of God. While this 
consideration occupied her mind, our Lord vouchsafed to give 
her this answer: “When I see those in the agony of death 
who have once thought of Me with loving affection, or have 
performed a meritorious work, 1 show Myself to them so 
gracious, good and loving in their last hour, that in their 
innermost heart they are deeply grieved for having ever 
offended Me. By such an act of love they are made worthy 
to obtain eternal salvation and cannot be lost.” 

The above article is extracted from ‘‘Most Consoling for the 
Human Heart.” This is a revision of the book which we formerly 
published under the title ‘“Consoling Revelations.” In reprinting, we 
have made up these revelations into two sixty-four page booklets. 
These two volumes, each a cheap, convenient booklet at ten cents, 
will enable us to spread these wonderful revelations broadcast. Order 
these two booklets today. The first volume contains revelations which 
will fill your heart with confidence in the goodness and mercy of God; 
they will show you the value of prayer and a holy intention. The 
second volume will increase your trust in Divine Providence, show you 
the benefit of suffering, encourage you to receive the Sacraments with 
joy, and urge you to make a return for the love of our Savior in the 
Holy Eucharist. From its pages you will learn to prepare for a happy 
death, to look upon purgatory as an invention of Divine mercy, and 
you will be filled with longing for the bliss of heaven. 10 cts. each. 
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Si. Bridget of Kildare, Patroness of Ireland 
Died Feb. 1, 523 





SIDE BY SIDE they sat in a cozy room of the convent, 
St. Bridget the mistress and mother of Kildare, and her friend 
Daria. They spoke of God, the great, wonderful, holy God, 
and of His unfathomable love. 

Evening came on; star after star appeared on the great 
heavenly tent. “And the stars have given light in their watches, 
and rejoiced. They were called, and they said: Here we are, 
and with cheerfulness they have shined forth to Him that made 
them” (Bar. iii. 34, 35). Inebriated with delights, St. Bridget 
contemplated all that twinkling grandeur of God’s works. “O 
Lord, our Lord,” she lisped, “how admirable is Thy Name!” 
(Ps. viii 2.) 

And her friend? what of her?—She began to weep. For 
her, the stars did not shine in the heavens above, because she 
was blind. Poor Daria! Why should just she be denied the 
sight of God’s glories in the sky? 

Deep sympathy stole over the soul of dear St. Bridget. 
Full of trust, she looked up to Him who is enthroned above 
the stars, to the Almighty, infinitely good God. Then she turned 
toward her blind friend and touched her withered eyelids. 

An exclamation of joy rings through the silent cloister. 
Daria sees. She locks and looks and can scarcely contain her- 
self. She beholds the starclad heavens, the crimson glow of 
morning, the dewy pearls and diamonds at sunrise. She sees 
the grandeur of God’s wonderful world, the flowers and blos- 
soms, trees and mountains, water and clouds. 

But she sees, likewise, the ambitions of men: their eager- 
ness and haste after vain pleasures. She sees many tearful 
eyes from which anxiety and want seem to stare. Everywhere 
she meets with men who seek only earthly things, who desire 
only temporal enjoyments, who have heart and eye only for 
what is transitory. She sees and looks...in astonishment 
and bewilderment. 

When evening had come and all was hushed and silent 
about her, her soul had grown weary of seeing; it was per- 
plexed and covered with the dross of earth, and God, alas, God 
was distant, so distant! 

“Close my eyes again,” she pleaded, “close them again! 
The farther removed one is from the earth, the nearer one is 
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to God.” St. Bridget touched her eyes once more and Daria 
became blind again, that she might be able to see God and 
lovingly converse with Him. 


0D03 OS OS8 


Blessed Jordan of Saxony 
Second Provincial General of the Dominicans. Died Feb. 13, 1237 





IT HAPPENED in Paris. Blessed Jordan, a very zealous 
priest, stood in the pulpit preaching. His words issued like 
fiery coals from his lips, and wherever they fell they burned. 
He spoke of levity and of the danger of sin, of the way to 
hell, reaching even to the “inner chambers of death” (Prov. 
vii. 27), of the portal of hell, “where the stonepaved road of 
the sinner ends in darkness and torments” (Serm. xxi. 11). 

“Imagine you see a student waiting at the monastery por- 
tals today and tomorrow, and so day after day. Who would 
not think: ‘That student will certainly enter the Order some 
day?’ Well, if a person remains for a long time in sin, at 
the portal of hell, who would still doubt that he, too, some day 
will enter there?” 

Another time, Blessed Jordan with a company of young 
men whom he had won for the Order, entered a hotel to re- 
main for the night. Before retiring, he prayed Compline, the 
evening prayer of Holy Church, with the young men. While 
they were praying, one began to laugh. A second saw it and 
he laughed too. It became contagious, and in another moment 
€very one in that youthful crowd was laughing. 

Blessed Jordan remained calm; not so his companion, how- 
ever. This good friar thought to restrain the giddiness of these 
future novices by reproachful looks and signs. But they laughed 
the more; matters grew only the worse. 

Blessed Jordan interrupted the prayers and gave the 
blessing for the night. Then he turned to his sullen compan- 
ion: “Brother, is it your place to correct them ?” 

To the postulants he said: “Just laugh, my dears and don’t 
let this Brother disturb you. I gladly give you permission. . . 
You have good reasons to be merry and to laugh, for you have 
escaped from Satan and have broken the heavy chains which 
fettered you so long. Laugh then, my dears, laugh!” 

These words had a salutary effect. Their silly laughter 
was hushed and gave place to true joy of heart. 











True Devotion to Mary 


According to Blessed de Montfort 





INESTIMABLE are the benefits we derive from the prac- 
tice of True Devotion to Mary according to Bl. de Montfort. 
The first characteristic quality, the one which pleases us most 
in Mary, is her maternal love for us. She is the Mother of 
Mercy, our life, our sweetness and our hope. She loves us 
more than all the mothers of the world could love an only 
child, if all their love could be combined. How this thought 
should increase the confidence of our filial heart! This good 
and tender Mother will never let herself be outdone in gen- 
erosity. Seeing that we give ourselves to her with all we 
possess to honor her and serve her, and that we deprive our- 
selves of what is most precious in order to adorn her, she, on 
her part, gives herself entirely and in an inexpressible manner 
to us, who have given all to her. She submerges us, as BI. 
de Montfort says, into the abyss of her graces; she decks us 
with her merits, upholds us with her power, enlightens us 
with her light, inflames us with her love, imparts to us her 
virtues: her humility, her faith, her purity. She places herself 
before Jesus as our security, as supplement to our merits. And 
because we, as consecrated to Mary, belong entirely to her, 
she also belongs entirely to us. Like St. John, so also a soul 
consecrated to the Blessed Virgin, takes Mary all for her own. 

In such a soul, entirely consecrated to her, Mary produces 
that which is most necessary for spiritual life, namely, a great 
confidence and total surrender to this Heavenly Mother, and 
mistrust of oneself. The devout client of Mary places not his 
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trust in his own intentions, merits, virtues and good works 
as formerly, for he has offered all to Jesus through Mary. He 
has now but one treasury where he deposits all his goods, and 
that is not with him: this treasury is Mary. Now he approaches 
our Lord without excessive fear, and prays with far greater 
confidence: to Him. How mighty and powerful are we with 
Jesus Christ when we come to Him armed with the merits of 
Mary and the power of her intercession! Then we are able 
to combat with the “Word of God,” even as Jacob, in that 
memorable night, wrestled with God. Mary, says St. Augustine, 
has conquered the Almighty by her love. 

Oh, how numerous are the victories Mary wins for souls 
who, with confidence take refuge to her! She delivers them 
from all kinds of temptations, evils, sins and bad habits. In 
the course of centuries, how many triumphs has Mary won in 
favor of Holy Church and her supreme Head, the Pope, by 
delivering them from the attacks of their enemies, and grant- 
ing them the victory over the infernal powers and their allies, 
for Mary is terrible as an army set in array (Cant. vi. 3), 
and as the sacred liturgy expresses it, “Hail, O Virgin Mary, 
thou alone hast overcome all the heresies of the whole world.” 

Consecrate yourself, then, dear reader, to Mary without 
reserve every day, in the words of Bl. de Montfort: 

“O Mary, my gracious and immaculate Mistress, how 
happy am I to be thy loving servant! I surrender and con- 
secrate to thee my body and my soul with all my exterior and 
interior, natural and supernatural goods, my past, present and 
future possessions. Today I will gain all the indulgences I 
can gain, and I give them all to thee. 

“O Mary, O my dearest Mother! I renounce my own will, 
my sins, my inclinations and my designs. I flee to thee; I 
cast myself into thy Heart, all burning with love, my Divine 
mould.* I hide and lose myself therein that I may always 
pray, act and suffer through thee, with thee, in thee and for 
thee, to the greater honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Amen.” 


De Montfort’s Devotion to Mary — A booklet containing ex- 
planation of the consoling and grace-abounding practice of True 
devotion to Mary. 10 cents each. 





* According to St. Augustine and Bl. de Montfort. 
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The Sacrament of Extreme Unction 





SOME of our good people are of the opinion that the name 
of the Sacrament of Extreme Unction should be changed. They 
seem to believe the term unduly alarms patients. Relatives 
make objection because they fear the sick person might be 
affrighted. Priests, however, say that they have never in their 
experience perceived this situation. 

Consider, in the first place, that as soon as one is known 
to be in danger of death, it is the duty of those who are 
responsible to make the fact known to the sick person. There 
is no greater want of true charity than to conceal from the 
dying their real condition. Now, once the sick person is 
aware of the serious state in which he finds himself, he 
will, if properly instructed, desire to receive the Sacrament of 
Extreme Unction. This has been especially instituted to free 
the soul from the languor and infirmity produced by sin, and 
to comfort and strengthen it amid its sufferings, and also even 
to restore bodily health, if God sees that this be good for the 
sick person. If the recipient has faith, he will have a strong 
desire to receive Extreme Unction, and will receive it with piety 
and confidence in God’s Almighty power. 

So far from driving a sick person to despair, it should have 
the very opposite effect; for the sacrament should be con- 
ferred while there is still hope of recovery. Indeed, they do 
wrong who, before consenting to have the sick person anointed, 
wait, as is often the case, until all hope of recovery is lost, and 
the dying person has become unconscious. 

Nothing is to be accomplished by changing the name of 
the Sacrament, but much is to be gained by instructing the 
faithful in all that the Church teaches in regard to it. 


Effects upon the Health of the Body 


If the faithful could have more confidence that the timely 
and well prepared reception of extreme unction has the power 
to restore health if it is for the greater honor of God and the 
salvation of souls, the patient would not postpone receiving 
this truly wonderful and merciful sacrament nor would his 
attendants defer calling the priest. 

Dr. Joseph Walter of Innichen, a saintly priest, relates a 
remarkable incident from his priestly career. A hunter had, by 
accident, discharged a full load of buckshot in his arm. It 
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was a dreadful wound. The bones of the upper and forearm 
were completely shattered, and the flesh torn. 

During the administration of Extreme Unction, the patient, 
in his torture, rolled from side to side. The physician had giv- 
en up all hope as the whole arm was already infected with 
gangrene. But, behold! after the anointing, the severity of 
his pains disappeared, the patient became calm, and to the as- 
tonishment of all, he recovered the use of his arm to such a 
degree as to allow him to work again. 


When a Priest is Called to the Sick 


Every Catholic family can rest assured that sooner or later, 
perhaps very soon, a priest has to be called to administer the 
last sacraments to one of its members. A Christian family 
should pride itself in knowing the external preparation required 
for the reception of Extreme Unction and Holy Viaticum. 
But alas! even in the homes of good Catholic families there 
is a lack of understanding, and a want of these necessary ar- 
ticles. The priest is called in all haste, but when he arrives, 
nothing is prepared. True, the priest himself brings the most 
necessary articles, but it certainly makes a very good impres- 
sion, if everything for the worthy administration of the sacra- 
ments is prepared. The following articles are needed: 

1. A small table covered with a white cloth, near the bed. 
A standing Crucifix. 

Two candlesticks with two wax candles. 

Holy water in a glass or small bottle with sprinkler. 
Glass of common water with a spoon. 

Some salt in a saucer with ‘some cotton. 

A small clean white cloth. 

Some water for the priest to wash his hands. 


When the priest enters the house, he should be met with 
a lighted candle and conducted to the sickroom; then all should 
kneel until the priest has recited the prayers. Hereupon, the 
priest should be left alone with the patient that he may hear 
his confession. The priest will then open the door, and all the 
members of the family should enter and, on their knees, pray 
until the priest has finished anointing the sick person and 
administering Holy Viaticum. 
Whenever the Blessed Sacrament is brought to a sick 
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person, his house becomes a temple of God. Therefore, every- 
thing should be clean and tidy, the members of the family 
decently dressed, and all unnecessary talk should be avoided. 
Our Blessed Savior brings peace and comfort, not to the patient 
only, but to the whole family, if He is received in a becoming 
manner. 

When called to a sick person, the priest should be informed 
precisely of the patient’s condition. 


ODOD0SO6E8 


“I Want to Go Where Jesus Is” 





ONE DAY, a Protestant minister who by the grace of God, 
was powerfully drawn toward Catholicity, but could not resolve 
to take the decisive step, had come to London. He was the 
father of a family, and was accompanied by his five-year- 
old daughter. He took the child first into a Catholic church 
where her attention was immediately attracted by the perpetual 
lamp burning before the tabernacle. 

“Father, why is that red lamp burning there?” 

“That, my child, is to show that Jesus is in this church, 
just behind the little golden door which you see upon the 
altar.” 

“Father, I would so much like to see Jesus.” 

“But the door is locked, little one, and besides Jesus is 
hidden by a covering so that you could not see Him.” 

But the child kept repeating: “I would so much like to 
see Jesus.” 

They then entered a Protestant church where there was 
neither lamp nor tabernacle. 

“Father, why is there no lamp here?” 

“Because Jesus is not here, my child.” 

The child opened her large innocent eyes in astonishment, 
then became silent and thoughtful. From that time forward 
she would listen to nothing but about the Catholic church 
and there wasa struggle whenever she was taken to a Protestant 
place of worship. 

She always protested, “I want to go where Jesus is.” 

These words made a deep impression upon the father. 
Like his child, he began to feel that it is well with us only 
where Jesus is. But he must renounce his own church and 
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publicly enter the fold. This would bring financial ruin to 
him and his family. It would mean the sacrifice of his salary 
of five thousand dollars a year, the only support of his family. 
However, he braved the sacrifice, and his wife did likewise. 
They returned to the true religion saying with their child: I 
want to go where Jesus is. 

The foregoing incident was related by the Bishop of Autum 
at the Eucharistic Congress of Paray-le-Monial. It was told 
to him by His Eminence Cardinal Vaughan of London. 


e020 026 


Power of the Holy Face over Sinners 





THE EFFECT of our Savior’s look upon the apostle St. Peter, 
furnishes an example of the virtue of the Holy Face in touching souls. 
The sight of that Sorrowful Face, the light of those sad, tender eyes, 
that gaze of gentle reproach, compassion and love, pierced the 
apostle’s heart and filled him with shame and repentance. 

St. Vincent de Paul once sought vainly to convert a sinner. At 
length, handing a picture of the Holy Face to the dissolute youth, he 
said: ‘I entreat you to look at this picture for one moment every 
evening before you retire.” 

“Ts that all?” interrupted the young man laughing. 

“‘Nothing more; that will suffice,” replied Vincent de Paul with 
an earnest smile, and the saint and sinner parted. 

The first night the sinner laid the Image aside unmoved. The 
second night it seemed more pitiable. Soon he found it tedious always 
to look at the same picture, but continued to do so eight, ten, twelve 
days, because he had promised St. Vincent. On the thirteenth day, 
changed and contrite, he sought the saint, and exclaimed: “‘I wish to 
go toconfession. I can bearitnolonger! The Countenance of my 
Savior, streaming with Blood and tears, reproaches me too bitterly! I 
will return to God and make my peace with Him.” And he remained 
true to his resolution. 

Hippolitus, a pious priest of Florence had a painting made of our 
thorn-crowned Savior and hung it in his room near a window. Before 
this Image he often stood a long time, meditating upon the infinite 
love which had constrained our Lord to suffer so much for us. This 
meditation proved for him the most fruitful source of holy thoughts 
and pious resolutions. 

Directly opposite his house there lived a vain, self-conceited 
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woman who often saw the priest standing long before what she thought 
a mirror. At length, to satisfy her curiosity, she ventured to ask the 
priest to show her the mirror in which he so often viewed himself. The 
priest consented and brought her the painting that she might gaze into 
this new mirror to her heart’s content and see herself as she truly was. 

What was her amazement, even fright, when, instead of a crystal 
mirror, she beheld the Ecce Homo! She was deeply embarrassed, 
yet could not turn her eyes from the touching Image. There her 
gaze met the head of our Lord encircled with a crown of thorns, with 
mournful eyes, and pale, sad Face. The priest profited by this 
opportunity to admonish the worldly woman, and said: “‘Behold here 
the mirror in which you, too, should daily contemplate yourself. 
See our poor Savior, for love of us, and because of our sins, so basely 
maltreated! Will you, too, remain cold as did the Jews to whom 
Pilate presented the lacerated Jesus, crying out, “Behold the Man!’ As 
this Countenance of our Redeemer is disfigured by tortures, so is your 
soul disfigured by sin. Wash your soul with tears of compunction, 
and instead of this sad and disfigured Image, you shall one day behold 
and admire the glorified Countenance of the Divine Savior eternally 
in heaven.” ‘These words impressed the heart of the sinner. From 
that hour she led a penitent life. For us, too, dear Christian, the 
thorn-crowned Image of Christ is a most instructive mirror. If one 
would look upon an Image of the Holy Face daily, and then say his 
prayers, he would certainly become milder, purer, nobler, more serious, 
more charitable, more free from sin. The Image would give him 
no peace until he became so. 


For the holy season of Lent, our friends will welcome our booklet, DEVOTION 
TO THE HOLY FACE. It contains meditations on the Sacred Countenance, 
particularly during the Passion of our Savior. With many beautiful prayers. 
Five cents each. 


ECCE HOMO PICTURE — Devout soul, if you realize how beautiful and 


how beneficial is devotion to the Sacred Countenance of our Savior, surely you will 





wish for a picture of our thorn-cr d Red which will inflame your heart 
with love and move you to compassion. We offer you one of the most touching, 
most life-like, and most devotional images of the Thorn-crowned Head that Chris- 
tian art has ever produced. Ecce Homo 15x19 inches, 25 cents. 


ODODBOSOS8 


REMARK. — Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the Church 
has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 








First Station 


Jesus is Condemned to Death 











I. We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee: 
Rk. Because by Thy holy Cross Thou hast redeemed the world. 





Bi. Albert the Great, Louis of Granada, Ven. Martin Cochem and others 
say, that a Christian who thinks with loving affection, even for a short time, on 
the sufferings of Christ, gains more thereby than another who, without thinking 
of our Savior’s Passion, scourges himself to blood or fasts on bread and water 
or prays the one hundred and fifty psalms. 

The saintly and learned Abbot Blosius says: “No words can describe, no 
thoughts can grasp the fruit a man, who is humble and of good will, gains by 
devout meditation on the Passion.” 





Reflection 

Consider how the innocent Jesus, after having 
been scourged and crowned with thorns, is unjustly 
condemned by Pilate to die a most shameful death 
on the Cross. That Pilate may be regarded as a 
friend of Caesar, he delivers Jesus to the cruel torture 
of His enemies. What a horrible crime— to condemn 
Innocence to death and displease God in order to 
win the favor of man! 


Prayer 

O innocent Jesus! I have sinned, I have deserved 
eternal death as a punishment for my sins. But that 
I may live, Thou dost willingly accept the sentence 
of death. In future I shall live but for Thee and 
Thee alone. So long as I seek to please man I cannot 
be Thy servant. Oh, I will avoid sin and displease 
the world and man rather than offend Thee, my 


good Jesus. Amen. 
Our Father... Hail Mary... 


l. Crucified Lord Jesus have mercy on us: 
Rk. And help the suffering souls in purgatory. 


Holy Mother, pierce me through, 
In my heart each wound renew 
Of my Savior Crucified. 





Tauler, one of the great mystics of the middle ages, says: “Once when a 
venerable servant of God asked our Lord what a man would merit who exer- 
cised himself devoutly in meditating upon His Passion, Christ answered: 


“‘By such meditation he merits: — 

. To be cleansed from his sins. Mortal sins must be confessed. 
That all his negligences may be made good by the merits of My sufferings. 
To be strengthened so that he will not easily be overcome by his enemies. 
That My grace will be renewed in him as often as he reflects on My sufferings. 
That I refuse him nothing that is profitable, if he earnestly ask for it. 
That I lead him to perfection before his death. 
. That I assist him in his last hour, protect him against his enemies, and give 

him an assurance of salvation.’ ” 


NQARWN 








Second Station 
Jesus is Made to Bear His Cross 











I. We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee: 
Rk. Because by Thy holy Cross Thou hast redeemed the world. 


Every picture is a work of art. Doubtless only a few of our readers 
know of the beautiful “Way of the Cross” we have printed. It is made up of four- 
teen pictures with a touching meditation and prayer for each station. The two 
pictures above show the first and second stations. Every picture is a work of art 
and powerfully moves the soul to devotion and compassion for our Lord. 

During Lent, the devotion of the stations is most suitable. It is an edifying 
custom, practiced in some families, to pray the stations at home when they cannot 








Reflection 


Suffering and bleeding, Jesus eagerly stretches 
forth His Divine arms and tenderly embraces the 
Cross. ‘‘Come,”” He says, ‘‘come beloved Cross ! 
for thirty-three years have I sighed for thee! I 
embrace thee, I press thee to My Heart, for thou 
art My altar upon which I desire to sacrifice My life 
tor the salvation of the world.’’ Although completely 
exhausted, Jesus, nevertheless, rejoices to take the 
Cross upon His mangled shoulders, and carries it 
courageously. 


Prayer 

How could I be a friend of Thee, O Jesus, my 
Savior, if I am an enemy of the Cross? O precious 
Cross! O good Cross! I embrace thee, I kiss thee, 
I accept thee with joy from the hand of God. Far 
be it from me to glory in anything but the Cross ! 
Through it, the world shall be crucified to me and I 
to the world, that I may belong to Thee alone, O 


Jesus! Amen. 
Our Father... Hail Mary... 


I. Crucified Lord Jesus have mercy on us: 
Rk. And help the suffering souls in purgatory. 


Holy Mother, pierce me through, 
In my heart each wound renew 
Of my Savior Crucified. 





attend church. All will welcome this booklet. You can give great pleasure to the 
sick and aged by presenting them with this beautiful stetion-book. This “Way of 
the Cross” will aid all to pray the stations with profit by keeping before their eyes 
‘the scenes of our Lord’s Passion. 

Those who are hindered from going to.church may gain the indulgences of 
the stations at home, if they hold in their hands a Crucifix enriched with the indul- 
gences of the stations, and pray with a contrite heart: the Our Father, Hail Mary 
and Glory be to the Father fourteen times; then the same prayers five times in 
honor of the five holy Wounds of Jesus, and again, the Our Father, Hail Mary and 
‘Glory be to the Father once according to the intention of the Sovereign Pontiff. 

‘*Way of the Cross,’’ price 30cents. A small but beautiful Crucifix, 25 cents each; 
4-in. Crucifix, 40 cents each; 6-in. Crucifix, 60 cents each. If desired, the stations 
will be blessed, and the Crucifix enriched with the indulgences of the stations and of 
ithe dying. Order these stations immediately as Lent commences early this year. 
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Memento mori! — Remember Death! 

IN a little town of W..., six young men were sitting 
together in an inn, drinking. During the course of their con- 
versation, one of them suddenly remarked, “Isn’t this Candlemas 
day?” The others having answered in the affirmative, he 
continued, “A year ago tonight, I was struggling with death, 
but I easily conquered it —so, comrades, come, let us now 
celebrate the anniversary of my victory.” All gave a cheer 
for the conqueror of death, as they drank to his health, and 
thus the carousing continued till morning. Towards 2 A. M., 
scarcely able to stand on their feet, they staggered homeward. 
The “conqueror” especially had drunk heavily, and repeatedly 
stopped on the road to rest. It wasacold night, and through 
exposure he contracted a relapse of pneumonia, from which 
he had suffered the previous year. As soon as he reached 
home he went to bed and fell asleep. 

A few hours afterwards he awoke with violent pains in 
his chest. A Sister of Charity who was nursing a patient in 
a family of the neighborhood was called in. She at once 
recognized his dangerous condition and immediately sent for 
the parish priest and the physician. The priest soon arrived, 
and with great difficulty the sick man made his confession. 
Rapidly the fever increased and the patient became unconscious. 
The doctor who had come in the meantime, declared that 
according to human calculations, there was no more hope of 
recovery. His words proved true. A few hours later, the 
“conqueror” himself had been conquered — by death. Cold and 
lifeless his body now lay on the bier, but his soul had appeared 
before his just Judge. 


The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 


It is impossible to find a more soul-thrilling description of our 
Redeemer’s Passion than the revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich. 
In this book the intensity of our Lord’s sufferings and the compassion 
of His Blessed Mother are placed before our eyes with a clearness that 
overwhelms the soul with emotion. Few hearts can be so hardened 
as not to be deeply moved on reading this remarkable work. The 
book also contains a sketch of the life of Anna Catherine Emmerich, 
who bore the Wounds of our Savior in her.own body. Tastefully 
bound in cloth, gold stamping. Price, $2.00 








TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 335 


St. John, the Almoner 


St. John, surnamed the Almoner, was patriarch of Alex- 
andria and died in the beginning of the 7th century. In his 
youth he had a beautiful vision which he sometimes related 
to those who enjoyed his confidence. 

He says: “When I was a youth, fifteen years of age and 
still on the island of Cyprus, I once saw in my sleep a Maiden, 
wondrously charming, whose form was more radiant than the 
sun. She was adorned above all human conception, and wore 
an olive crown upon her head. She approached, placed herself 
before my couch and touched me. I awoke and believed it was 
a woman. Making the Sign of the Cross, I said: ‘Who art 
thou, and how didst thou venture to enter while I was asleep?’ 

“Full of grace and sweetness she replied with a smiling 
countenance: ‘I am the first among the daughters of the King. 
If thou desirest to have me as thy friend, I will lead thee 
into the house of the King, for no one has such great power 
with Him as I. I am Mercy, that Mercy which constrained 
the Son of God to descend from heaven. Choose me for thy 
bride; thou wilt never regret it.’” 

In that hour the future patriarch, John, was touched with 
pity for the suffering poor, and throughout his life was a 
merciful and compassionate father toward the needy. 


The Reward of Mercy 


“‘Lend, hoping for nothing thereby; and your 
reward shall be great, and you shall be sons of 
the Most High” — Luke vi. 35. 


Once, when on a visit to Caesarea, the holy Patriarch John 
of Alexandria, went to console the sick of the city. He was 
accompanied by Bishop Troilus of Caesarea who was known 
to be a great lover of money. “Brother Troilus,” said St. John, 
“love and honor the brethren of Christ, the poor.” 

Someone had acquainted the holy patriarch that Bishop 
Troilus had that very day been presented with thirty pounds 
of gold. Out of reverence for the holy patriarch, and perhaps, 
too, because at that moment, he himself was touched, Bishop 
Troilus bade his servant who carried the thirty pounds, to give 
a coin to each poor person whom he met. In a short time the 
whole sum had been distributed, and the patriarch and bishop 
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returned home. With great regret, Bishop Troilus had seen 
his thirty pounds of gold disappear, and so much did it affect 
him, that he was seized by an unnatural fever and was compelled 
to take to his bed. This prevented him from accepting the 
invitation to dine with the patriarch, St. John. 

Bishop Troilus sent the patriarch word that he had been 
suddenly attacked by a fever, the cause of which he could not 
account for. When St. John heard this, he divined the reason 
instantly; he knew it was the reluctant parting with the thirty 
gold pounds which had caused the bishop to become ill, for 
Troilus had the name of being a great lover of money. The 
holy patriarch could not dine when his friend was suffering 
so much. Therefore, he hastened to Bishop Troilus, and bade 
him be cheerful. 

“Forgive me, my dear Troilus,” exclaimed St. John, “you 
were under the impression that you should give the poor this 
present. I had intended to give each one an alms on this 
festival, but as my servant had not sufficient money with him 
for my disposal, you were generous enough to give it to me. 
Now, my dear bishop, here are the thirty pounds of gold.” 

No sooner had the bishop received the gold from the hand 
of the patriarch, than the fever left him, his strength suddenly 
returned, and the color came back to his cheeks. Nobody 
could doubt the real cause of his unusual attack of illness. With- 
out a word, Bishop Troilus took the money from the hands 
of St. John. The holy patriarch, however, requested a written 
document from the bishop, stating to whom the reward of the 
charity should accrue. Gladly the bishop wrote with his own 
hand: “God give my lord, the venerable Patriarch John, the 
reward of the thirty pounds of gold which have been distrib- 
uted among the poor, for he has restored the money to me 
again.” This document the holy patriarch took, and with the 
bishop, who was now in perfect health, went to dine. 

God, however, wished to reproach Bishop Troilus ‘and at 
the same time move him to works of charity. After dinner, 
the bishop, according to custom, took a siesta during which 
he had a remarkable dream. Our Lord showed him how he 
had lost the reward of the alms he had given so unwillingly. 

“I saw,” related Bishop Troilus himself to St. John, “a 
magnificent palace whose beauty and grandeur no human art 
could imitate. The door was of solid gold, and above it was 
written: Eternal habitation of Bishop Troilus. Oh, I was ex- 
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ceedingly happy when I read that inscription! I was overjoyed 
to think that the Lord had bestowed such a mansion upon me. 
But, alas! scarcely had I read the inscription with such exul- 
tation, when, behold, a lord with his retinue came to this 
splendid palace. Turning to one of his servants, the lord 
commanded: “Take down this inscription, and place there one 
which the Lord God, the King of the universe, has sent to us.’ 
The servants then fastened another inscription upon the door 
of the mansion; —I looked, and found written: Eternal habi- 
tation, eternal resting place of Patriarch John of Alexandria. 
Bought with thirty pounds of gold.” 

Bishop Troilus awoke. With deep sorrow he related this 
vision to the saintly patriarch, the charitable almoner of Alex- 
andria. From that time till his death, Bishop Troilus, too, 
became a father of the poor, a liberal distributer of alms to 
the suffering members of Christ. 
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One Hundred Nine Grateful Theologians of Graz 


Dear Rev. Father Lukas, 

Christmas is drawing near, that feast of all feasts which brings before 
us our dear Savior in the crib, and recalls to our mind the angels’ wish and 
greeting, ‘‘Peace to men on earth!’’ Our grateful hearts urge us, too, 
to speak with the angels, and to call down true Christmas peace and genuine 
Christmas joys upon those who, although far distant from us, yet did not 
forget us in that all-embracing love of Christ, and knew how to transform 
this love into generous deeds of charity. 

Sincere gratitude has filled our hearts ever since our Rev. Subdirector, 
who always has our welfare at heart, informed us that you, Rev. Father, 
are exerting yourself to alleviate our material needs, and in this way render 
it possible for our seminary to exist another year. Our grateful thanks 
extend also to all who, through your influence, have helped us by scholar- 
ships, and our hearts are still more deeply touched when we learn that most 
of them are themselves poor. Our words are but a weak reflection of our 
deep-felt sentiments of gratitude for the magnanimous acts performed for 
us by our noble friends. But we are convinced that a supernatural reward 
awaits them, and we will daily implore graces for them in our prayers from 
the Divine Recompenser of all good. May God grant to our feeble prayers 
an eternal efficacy, and reward all our benefactors. 


Signed by 109 Grateful Theology Students. 
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Cry of Distress from Benedictine Monasferies 
of Germany and Austria 





MOST of the monasteries of Germany and Austria are 
today in a most sad condition; they are in utmost want. The 
very existence of these venerable institutions is threatened 
unless they receive help, and receive it soon. Oh, how sad 
that these sanctuaries of God, which look back upon a blessed 
past of eight hundred, ten hundred, yes, even twelve hundred 
years of fruitful service, are now in the greatest want they 
have ever known! Many of these monasteries are on the 
verge of dissolution, unless speedy help reaches them. Hunger, 
cold, want of the necessaries of life is bitter; but the most 
bitter of all is the uncertainty of their very existence. 


Lately we have received many letters from Benedictine ab- 
bots. It wounds one’s inmost soul to read their pitiful words. 


An abbot of Germany writes: “Please pardon my trembling 
hand; my hands and feet are swollen from cold. We have no 
fuel to keep the living rooms warm, yet it is bitterly cold outside 
and the snow is deep.’’ 


An abbot from a famous Austrian monastery writes: “I am 
passed eighty years of age; have labored thirty-six years as abbot 
for the spiritual and temporal welfare of this monastery, and now, 
to my great grief, I must see that unless speedy aid arrives we can 
no longer exist! The uncertainty of what the future may bring 
is the most bitter of all. ..”’ 


Another abbot and prelate gives expression to the feelings 
of his oppressed heart in these words: “Our situation is de- 
spondent, our distress excessive. We need support, oh, so much! 
The most necessary food and clothing consume immense sums. 
From where should help come to us if not from America? The 
sending of Mass stipends is an invaluable benefit for us.’’ 


In these trustful words, another pious abbot appeals: “Our 
sad condition cannot be described. God alone knows if we shall 
ever succeed in getting out of this terrible distress. There, in your 
happy country, you can form no idea of our extreme want. Without 
your help, dear Father Lukas, we can no longer exist. Then, do 
not forsake us! We would be greatly helped by Mass stipends. 
Surely, some day better times will come, and then you and all the 
noble benefactors may rejoice in the consciousness of having saved 
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our monastery from destruction. Immeasurable will be your re- 
ward from God, and powerful will be the intercession of St. Benedict 
for all those dear friends.” 


A fifth abbot, having written a most edifying letter which 
shows the good spirit flourishing in his monastery, adds mourn- 
fully: ‘“Yesterday we carried the Rt. Rev. Abbot N.N. to his 
grave. He was a noble, pious prelate. Grief and care broke his 
heart, and shattered his bodily health. It was bitterly hard for 
him to be unable to help his hungering religious. The poor abbot 
broke down under the insupportable burden.”’ 


The venerable aged abbot of a famous monastery in Lavanttale, 
writes: ‘‘How often my thoughts turn to America and to our charitable 
friends there. I am now in the greatest possible want. Under present 
conditions, an abbot’s life is far from easy. Amid the incessant cares, 
and the many sleepless nights, my health is suffering greatly. Oh! begging 
is hard for me; ! would prefer to live on bread and water, but now the 
existence of our monastery and the life and health of my religious are at 
stake. Oh, then, do not abandon us, dear Father Lukas. Surely you will 
receive Mass stipends from generous hearts in the United States. These 
are almost our exclusive aid. It is needless to tell you how grateful we 
will be for them, and that they will be persolved promptly and most con- 
scientiously. Again I entreat you most earnestly, do not forsake us in our 
bitter need! Send us Mass stipends, and we shall be able to buy the most 
necessary food and clothing.”’ 


Of all the monasteries of Germany and Austria, there is 
not one which does not require help. Many of them are suf- 
fering untold need, some are in extreme want. These monasteries 
ask above all for Mass stipends, because owing to the fall in 
value of the mark and crown, the dollar-offerings will really be 
a means of saving the monasteries. These good monks will 
read the Holy Masses with special devotion and gratefully 
remember the donors in prayer, at the Adorable Sacrifice and 
during the Divine Office. How consoling will be the conscious- 
ness: through my Mass stipends, I have helped to preserve 
these monasteries for Holy Church! Surely, the good St. 
Benedict, with the many thousand saints of our holy Order 
will intercede for all the generous benefactors. And now, dear 
reader, does your heart not feel touched to help these sanc- 
tuaries of prayer, these sorely tried monasteries? 

Persons who lay aside money to have Holy Masses offered 
for them after their death, would profit more by having these 
said during their lifetime. It is more meritorious to have these 
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Masses celebrated before our death, because their merits will 
accrue to us, and await our entry into eternity. We shall 
thereby be either preserved from purgatory, or our punishment 
will be notably lessened. On the contrary, if we defer these 
Masses until after our death, we shall be obliged to wait for 
their celebration, and in case we are in purgatory, this waiting 
will be most distressing and painful. Furthermore, the giving 
of the offering as alms to the needy, and especially in our time 
of bitter distress to the sufferers in Europe, merits for us an 
additional reward. By this act of mercy we win for ourselves 
a merciful judgment and lay up a superabundant treasure in 
heaven. 


The Poores|{ of the Poor 


Far greater than during former winters is the suffering 
prevailing in the Benedictine convents of Germany and Austria 
now. It is, indeed, hard for men to bear the rigors of a ter- 
rible winter with but little fuel, lack of necessary food, want 
of warm clothing, and to be hourly suffering the pangs of 
hunger, — but it is still harder for weak nuns. Of all the 
religious congregations, the Benedictines and Carmelites prob- 
ably suffer the most, because they live in seclusion. Daily 
they spend many hours in an ice cold church, and have fuel 
sufficient to heat only a few rooms of the convent. During 
the past few years, our dear benefactors have enabled us to 
aid about twenty-four Benedictine convents and sixteen Car- 
melite convents in Central Europe. Truly, many of these nuns 
suffer dreadfully from hunger and cold, and sickness as the 
result of privation. They have become the poorest of the poor! 
Oh, let us have compassion for the sake of Christ! 
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From San Francisco: “Oh, how happy a person feels after coming home from 
hard work to read these lovely booklets. What heavenly consolation! A thousand 
thanks to God for giving us such beautifulreading; and God’s blessing fall upon you.”’ 


Pennsylvania: ‘‘/ love these booklets for the sake of their beautiful contents. it 
is through ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory” and your many booklets that I feel I have 
come to know and understand the faith and to love it, for Tama convert.”’ 


From Olivet to Calvary 
Reflections and prayers. It will assist you to follow our agonizing 
Savior throughout the stages of His bitter Passion. 5 cents each. 


Che Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour 
The wonderful Gift of God, the Holy Eucharist. How to keep 
the Guard of Honor. Reflections and prayers for the Holy Hour. 
An attractive bookle. 5 cents each. 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 
The inexpressible sufferings of the Queen of Martyrs. Promises 
of our Lord to those who venerate the dolors of His Mother. 
Reflections and prayers. 5 cents each. 
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St. Joseph’s position in the plan of Redemption; his dignity, sanc- 
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you the value of prayer anda holy intention. 1octs. each. 


Vol. Will encourage you to receive the sacraments with joy, 

II strengthen you in sickness, sorrow and tribulation, and 
inspire you to endure these afflictions with patience and 
resignation. 10 cents each. 


Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias 
History of the manifestations of the Holy Christ of Limpias, 
Spain, since Marchigtg. Marvels witnessed by bishops, priests, 
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Che Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain — Pictures 
Three different views inexpressibly beautiful and true. Made up 
in an elegant 16-page map of finest art paper, with a short history 
of this remarkable Crucifix and edifying reflections on the Passion. 
20 cts. each. 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Fervor in devotion to the Blessed Sacrament was greatly 
increased by the last Eucharistic Congress in Rome. What 
lively faith was manifested in the Mystery of the Holy Eu- 
charist! The Holy Father in a glowing address expressed 
his desire that the fire of love for our Savior in the Blessed 
Sacrament may be more and more enkindled in the hearts 
of men. Nothing is more dangerous for a Catholic than 
coldness toward our Eucharistic God. Consequently, noth- 
ing is more necessary than to renew our faith and enkindle 
our love for this Adorable Mystery. This, dear friends, is 
the object of our periodical ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.” 
Our readers say: 

“I subscribe to six Catholic magazines, but I must truthfully say that I like 
‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ best of all. I always read every word of it... It has 
inspired me with a greater love for my Eucharistic Savior and made a frequent 
communicant of me. It has taught me to confide in the Sacred Heart with perfect 
confidence. It has done wonders for me and I know it is doing the same for others.” 


A Priest: ‘““Your magazine is a great help to me in spreading 
devotion among my people, and a means of increasing in love of God.” 
A WORKINGMAN: “Of all the magazines printed and distributed, I have 
found nothing like ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ which takes the heart to God and 
inspires the soul to do right, and gives consolation in hard luck. I have learned 
to have confidence in God. .. Oh, I can’t express how these pamphlets cheer up a 
man when he’s down and out!’’ 
Circulate this Eucharistic periodical in Catholic families. 
Be an apostle of the living, loving Heart of Jesus in the 
tabernacle. Our Lord will grant you an eternal reward, 
and those souls to whom you introduce this magazine will 
be forever grateful. This instructive, edifying Eucharistic 
periodical, with its tasty make-up and beautiful pictures is 
issued monthly in English and in German. See list of 
premiums for those who send new subscriptions. 
Tabernacle and Purgatory published under the direction of 
Rev. P. Lukas, O.S.B., at the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual 
Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 
Subscription Price, per year $1.00 
For Canada, Ireland and England 1.50 
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